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GAS EXPLOSION AT GRAND CENTRAL
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Sketch of Disaster by Louis Biedermann
Made Especially for The Evening World

Drawn bv the Famous rtist Description Furnished by
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A f Rfty-flr- a nrleklayers work
ing on a lonu MaffOM, sixty feet in the
air and aimoat dlrnrlly ahoye Ihc aeene
Of the Clrand Central xployun, hd
an eenapii from death that bordered oa
the BUraeutoua. a oueheon if air, forced
upward by (he tnptooton. boieted tne
nig eaaftoMi tilled it hrwavdly and
tossed the tlfty-tiy- n men over the wall
'.hoy were building and upon another
toaffold on the maid. Only one was
In.lured. Andrew Analera ui. and he got
off with a aculp noun 1.

The blteklayeri are in the employ of
jnhii Pieroe, w.e ooaiaaetor, wh.i i

putting up the new 1n l,,l- -

tiath itreet, went of the tmikiing in
Which tile explnH.on an'rurrod. The

Wad at the fourth floor level
Of the wall of the new build-in.- .

mmA kl.lv fnu um ,1... It.vel ai
'

t rullread yaee,
Were Hacked Shoulder to Shoulder.,

The building 1 Of flrepriMif .steel 'on- -

traction and the steel work g up la
the geventh flour level. t)iupnla"l
from the steel akeleton on the eaaterly
Bide b) iteel fabkn waa tba long aoaf.
fold, where the flfly-llv- e men were la
Uoned, aimoat ahoulder to ahdulder,

ti!ly encased In laying brick
They had Juel etarted to t.i

Wall on Whloh they were engaged was
bout at the level at their waists

Joaeph UoMahoa, whoee place aae near
i lie eoutherly en.isaif the teaffold, bap.
pdnod in look down Into the railroad
yard .mil siw a train runnmp rapMI)
in the dlreotlen of the buffers at t.i
and aif the t r.i U . Where dead train..

ieii agra, mm. my
Spilled Over the

fore h Houuii raaebad tn
nfty-fl- (hey felt upwaid rus.i

Cb--i -.-- Zi ?i5 1 avenue

Of air. The DCS (fold rose under then
feel and tlltisl lii want ly like the upper
iiartti of a Pullman ear oioelna up The
force "f the air waa equally distributed

nn ihe of the and t ie
flfty-flv- e men, all wl'h trowels In their
h aula anil some holdlni bricks, dived
ovei the wall bead first like a troupe of
trained acrobats and head first
on piles of lr cb and mortar on tlie In-

side.
It was a natter of the way the scaf-

fold tilted that settled the fate of the
ttfty-Mv- r. Had the ulr pressure, up-
wardly directed, ueen the stronger
tlonceide t wall, in,, goaftold would
have hao-- tilled outward anal the men
would have fallen tbrough their pro-t- l

V0 wall of canvas and rope and
sixty feet Into the fire and wreak- -

.'lko below,

iCUOAHY LEFT $11,000,000
TO FAMILY AND CHARITIES.
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Gas t'hat had been for halt an hour from the east

tanks beneath what is known a- - me whir oi the wewi

power house at the corner id

and l;iftieth street at 8.15 o'clock this With

terrific force, disaster over a wide area, killing and In

juring more than one

The power house, which extends over the gas

trains are Kicked in to have their lank
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FINALdition

DEATH AND GREAT HAVOC
IN TERRIFIC EXPLOSION

IN N. Y. CENTRAL YARDS

Trolley Car Hurled Over, Pinning Passengers Beneath
and Killing Four Several Victims Probably
Blown to Pieces Streets Filled With Injured

Roofs Torn From Great Buildings,
Homes Wrecked, Big Hotels Shaken

N. Y. Central Employee Arrested.
escaping Plntscti

lighting battery

Central's auxiliary SOHthwest Lexington

exploded morning

spreading fourteen

hundred.

supply

ONE

plosion. avenue and nwirby streets were itrewti with dead Whan Dietrtot-Attoma- y whitman arrtvad bt wan by

ilaa off irlala Ultra was djrtUUatU bU tiding. Th police been
and miured. Scores bi wieckeJ and tic p.itn destruction

told beforehand tnat tnara was too of dynamite cloael
extended south and mile on avenue. the gas tanke railroad Doaduotar told RvtBlnj World reporter that

The force of the explosion followed stratum ol rock thai underlies Wlwid tiu moraiag.
In boKpitaln, hotnla, whoa--

Lexington and Madison avenues. trolley car passing on that rlb 0, n)).k utAlmt Lexlnaton avanne ceiltap
ras exploded blown and overturned. Fourofleame down windows in. aararfJ amergencj in.i.. " g

the were killed outright and as many mure dange u-- hurt.

CKNTRAL MOTORMAN ARRMftTBD.
The Hire Department, the Police Department, the District-Attorne- y

and the Coroners held separate investigations this afternoon, K

conclusion of ihe Investigation before the Board tM Coroner- - and Deputy

Police Commissioner Driscoll In the street station this after

noon Motorman Albert SftagTOat, New York Central employee, was

arrested.
SeagrOtt hacked train inio the cut under the wing ol the power-

house and overran buffer. In the smash that followed pipe connected

with the Pintsch gas tanks was disconnected, allowing the gas lo escape.

Half an hour later, when ,ea- - had mingled with sufficient air to give

it the explosive intensity of lyddite workman dropped tool on the

third rail. There was an electric flash and then the explosion.

The motorman told the Hoard of Coroners that he lost hi while

backing his train under the powerhouse. He had no iandbox and could

not saw that the nas pipe had been disconnected and reported

the accident. Then got his oul and was In another part ol

the cut when the upheaval occurred. The investigators could not learn

ju-- t what work was done to repair the severed pipe.

Cornelius Yanderbili, the ol the New York

Central, was early on the scene 'it the disaster and promised the city offi-

cials that he would "jve them even opportunH) to make an exhaustive

ln estimation.

MAW VICTIMS 7)IMF OR HUM).
That manv ol injured who were taken io nospiiais win ,iu- vi

declared this afternoon by Marvin chid surgeon ol the Police

Department. He added th.it many the injured would be totally blind

because Ol tflass into their eye-- .

the tremendous the explosion unroofed ncarb) buildings

and their walls were riddled by flying missiles. None on the street iii

buildings within hall dozen blocks of the power-hou-se escaped injury.

Mony oi the injured ktcamc total!) deat and their deafnes may per-

manent.
t i o'clock District'Attomey WitUrtun asked the railroad people tu

put at least two hundred more men at work to di for In the ruin

The order-- , such i force were at once given. The fiio bose lines were

lilted over the street cir track- - on Lexington avenue high tripudc and

street ar trattic wa resumed uiut hdt-pa- -t l o'clock. londUCtOfl

uare Instructed not tostob or to permit passengers to board oi leave ilr
ears between Forty-fift- h and Fifty-thir- d street-- .

EXPLANATION BY CENTRAL OFFICIALS.
Sea York. t'"titrai ofleleJi afternoon save oul followlne

tatemeot,
careful InTeatlgatlon mads by Chief Snglnssr Xlttrldge. Construc-

tion engineer Blactrleal Baginear and Manager Whaley
the Urand Central Indluatee that the exclusion waa the

esult of electrical train backing ovei bumping- - poet tne gturage

r
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yard, breaking a gaa pipe, the escape from which penetrated tin lowor
part of the substation powar houaa and tharo Incoming ignited from
some unknown.
I'ollceman Joseph Tourney of KnHl Wfty-Hri- t street stallon was

esoortlng two llttlu Lexington aveuue when ho wan suddenly
blown twenty (wit in IM Wfi Tfci little girli irsre blown Id oppostt"
direction. I 'll- - little girls WSTS liiluiod.

Hut titl ion Chief William of Hook ami Ladder No. was taking
bath whM tba upheaval CaSsS, A Mlah of ninrolc wai blown on hlui. but

lation where u" xsThmblid out. out and blaailn. MaragajHIIni hli wound jumpcj
Into Ills i Imln'H imil nish'-- out to tlip work of llrl'-k- anil r llntPfi'd

n .... .. draaaad

Lexington crods informed raiimai
that no In the had, ,ii;.,.. 01 l tol k- - ere i

ihiuihIs in a near
a milt! iiurrh Lexington a an

a '" l"t' earl
kcoii'h honn-- and aogoola looudailoM

A the power house ,,,. aad
tiie was olt the track ami bivw itai wer.i..... . - a
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equipped In all poialble haste to aid in i aring for 1 Injured The amtx
lannia and patrol wagons eould nut begin ' carr) awa: the vlcttma at
the expiation fa .i enough for (hair eafet). At l t a doaen of the injur-- 1

in luiaiiitalH are beiteved to be mortally hurt. Hundred! niffered ae i ; r
tli in age.

BABIES HURLED FROM ( iV;s
In the (tallies' llnsillul at fifth-fift- h atrea'i an l.exlngtou aveuila the

uuraei were airing the dormltorlai when the exploilon occurred. Many
bablea were blown nut of their cribs, nurses wi'io t it row 11 down with haul's
In their anus, and In two Oaeeg babies were blown out of bathtttbl ai If

oiiii' powerful suction bad drawn than OVl

Chief Croker Mid after iMpeettoj thi ruin ol the building in wbleh
the e,iiisi(iM oceurrad that it would be at leaal i day before hi ould get
to the boltom uf the debris, where several inanitle ! victims are believed t,i
lie. There is a great mass of tangled steel to oli.tnia-- tic work t digg u;
It i.s not though) thai any In tin ruin can ponlbiy lUrvlve

Within II ' (in niluiitos after the explosion atiibtilances and rlre appa
ratils were nulled tO th Kane from ivory hospital and lire house within
the redlUg of a mile, No one cm, Id tell how in my had been kilted In tin
power house or In the railroad ul. The building wai practically blown
in plecoa ii was a three-stor- y structure oi iteel and brick oonetrocUoa,

Phi Orel Iti the ftinHfiea were blown out through the walls and up
through tie roof Qreel bioaks of gtone were projectlled agalnat opposite
houses, tearing through the walls

i ikj: house wrecked.
0p DO lite the power bOUgl Is the house of Hook tad Ladder No - and

the beadquarten of liattaliuu chief Wllllain J. Duffy. Kvery window wn.
blown out a,;' this Mtrueture and the roof torn off. The trolley car. whiek
was blown OVOI wis passing the hook and ladder quarters going north. I:
.as car No. 1711 of thl Lexington avenue line, In charge of Motonuai,

Orole Bchullej Of No f l v mt Slgty-iecau- s'reet and l ouductor Henrv
1'iauiv aii n ,,s Proopeot avenue, llront.

The car was llft"d from the rails and spun in the air, crushing down
on Us aide and striking as It fell a touting agr of the MleOB Bleotrle Light
i 'ainiiany driven by rVank Hiiiltb.

There were Mfea paaiingaig in the ' r and four were intantiy killed.
Ihe ogi went to pieeeg like a cigar box and the ilead weae niangled with
broken timbers ami twisted rods or steel.

ihe Bdtaon Company automobile, a s,veupat;seiiger touring car. war
running glongalde the trolley ar. In the eame direction. Krank Smith, tin
hauffeur, described his experience after he iiad been taken to th- - Nee

Yi ii. Hospital, suffering from a broken nose, five broken finger ,im lacer
StIODJ ol tne arms and legs.

" VI n ins before I rssHSSd that there had been an explosion." lie siid,
a rain Ol tricks Sttd iiioi'tar begin to dearend on uie and then a slx-foo- :

iiuiber ihol down out of the sky iii;e a psrpsndlcular arrow, i had on,' fsgi
in h Ulan' and thl oilier foot on the accelerator. My lens were sprea I

Wide Sparl TP piece Ol timber passed directly between my knees an
smashed through the fioor of the car rheo tne trolley car toppled over
on me and pinned WS Is'neath a mass of wreckage.

CHAUFFEUR'S MIRACULOUS ESCAPE.
"Thai timber saved in life, for tt prevented one uf the trucks uf r

from leacluna my hotly wa-- : plnued In the mesi pf timber and eteei
or about ttve toinutst. Two Pfisgti pulled me out for dead and ingau ad-


